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World Tekijuku <ima>

Tekijuku. 1t's got an intriguing ring to it. And that's what first attracted
me to the word. It almost sounds like a rallying cry for all to follow, a
call to action. It also has an undeniable clarity to it. It sounds
definitive and it demands attention, or even better, engagement. A
very Japanese word in sum!

And then I listened. I listened to my Osaka University colleagues and
friends tell me the story behind the word, with tangible pride,
emotion, and a discreet yet inquisitive look that gauged whether I
was getting it or not... In 1838, Ogata Koan, a leading scholar of
Western medical studies, founded Tekijuku as a private academy in
Osaka, which soon attracted students from all over Japan. There, they
immersed themselves in a wide range of Western medical and liberal
arts studies in a spirit of free, independent and broad-minded
scholarship and inquiry. Today, Osaka University is deeply rooted in
Tekijuku’s spirit.

It would be foolish or presumptuous of me to attempt to translate
Tekijuku. In my own field of scholarly work, that of taste, we use the
Japanese word umami to refer to the fifth basic taste (along with
sweet, sour, salty and bitter). It is elicited by monosodium glutamate
(MSG), nucleotides and a few other compounds. It does not ever get
translated to English (although the closest it would come to would
appropriately be ‘delicious’). No need to translate 7Tekijuku either! It
speaks for itself. And just like wmami compounds are known to
enhance and harmonize the flavors around them, Tekijuku brings
diverse people together in a common quest for scholarship.

The commitment to diversify and to internationalize is clearly felt at
Osaka University. From President Hirano and OU Faculty to graduate
and undergraduate students, the desire to welcome and to share is
palpable, and it is only matched by the respect of the ‘other’ and the
commitment to learn from him and grow with him. And so it is, that
with World Tekijuku, Osaka University aims to create harmonious
diversity through scholarship.

The Mission of the University of California Education Abroad
Program is to equip UC students with the knowledge, understanding,
and skills to work and live in a globally interdependent and culturally
diverse world. Our Vision is one of study abroad for all, academic
excellence and best business practices. It aligns very closely with
World Tekijuku, a call for all of us to create, extend and share
knowledge locally and globally, in harmony. And so we proudly
stand with our Osaka University colleagues in the drive toward the

internationalization of higher education through World Tekijuku.
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