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	Name of University
	University of Groningen

	Erasmus ID code
	

	Website
	http://www.rug.nl
	

	Street Address 
(for courier delivery)
	International Office

Broerstraat 5
9712 CP Groningen
The Netherlands

	

	Staff list: 
	
	

	Email address that exchange applicants can direct their enquiries to:
	International Office
j.d.houwers@rug.nl
	Executive coordination of the ICI-ECP program Interfaces.
e.g.vrieling@rug.nl


	Website for exchange related information
	http://www.rug.nl/prospectiveStudents/index

	

	Number of exchange students who can be received (per semester)
	According to the exchange agreement, or as agreed through correspondence:




General Information/Application Information

	Introduction about the university, location, number of students 
	Founded in 1614, the University of Groningen is one of the oldest universities in the Netherlands. The University of Groningen enjoys an international reputation as one of the leading research universities in Europe. It has a large international network and an excellent reputation for academic teaching with a modern, student-oriented approach. We offer degree programs at Bachelor’s, Master’s and PhD levels in virtually every field, many of them completely taught in English. Located in the north of the Netherlands, Groningen is an ideal, safe student city with a flourishing student life and many social and cultural activities. International students have rated the University of Groningen as the most welcoming university in the Netherlands. 
Homepage of University of Groningen: http://www.rug.nl
Homepage of International Office: http://www.rug.nl/bureau/expertisecentra/azis/bis/index 

	Calendar year
	September 1, 2009 – August 31, 2010

	Fall/Autumn semester
	Start date 
September 1, 2009
End date 
January 31, 2010

	Spring semester
	Start date 
February 1, 2010
End date 
Juli 31, 2010

	Lecture periods
	Start date        September 1, 2009 resp. February 1, 2010
End date         January 31, 2010 resp. July 31, 2010

	Examination dates
	Depending on the Educational Institutes

	Link to the Interfaces exchange program
	http://www.rug.nl/gradschoolscience/scholarships/mscscholarships/ExchangeProgrammes 

	Application deadlines
	In view of 5-6 months research internships as part of the exchange within the ICI-ECP project Interfaces there is no strict deadline at the University of Groningen. It may be required to plan the visit to match the semester system at your home university.

Proposed application deadlines:

Spring intake: January 15
Fall intake: July 15

	When will students be notified if application has been successful?
	As soon as possible, when required information has been provided, the applicant will be informed.

	Are Application materials available online? 


	Information on applications matter is available online: 

http://www.rug.nl/prospectiveStudents/index
http://www.rug.nl/gradschoolscience/scholarships/mscscholarships/ExchangeProgrammes


	If no, when will applications be posted/ emailed?
	 


	Do students need to show a certain amount of funds to apply to your university?  If so how much and what information do you require? 

Other information that students must submit with application? 

For example transcript, written statement.


	The Dutch Migration Authority requires that the student in their visa application can show that they have sufficient funds, currently about EUR 680,--/month. For so-called ‘knowledge workers’ with a Japanese nationality the exchange students and staff can enter the Netherlands without applying for a residence permit ahead of the visit; the permit will be applied for in assistance of the University once the student has arrived
No evidence of funds required by the University of Groningen.
1. The Exchange Student Application form with a recent passport-size photograph attached. 

2. Certified nomination by Home University that the student is currently registered with the University and that she/he is nominated through the Interface exchange program and the duration of the exchange at the University of Groningen.
3. The Course Proposal or description of degree research project. The student must fill in all required information on the form (preferably sent as an attachment to an e-mail)
4. Academic Transcript(s) for your student issued by home institution (with English translation, if applicable).

5. Housing Application: the student which has been accepted should apply for accommodation via the Housing Office (see: http://www.rug.nl/prospectivestudents/information/housingOffice and http://www.housingoffice.nl) themselves.

	Number of credits that undergraduate students need to complete in one semester (please state both minimum and maximum load)
	No minimum or maximum is required, but it is expected that an internship in view of the ICI-ECP Interfaces program will result in awarding of credits in value of 6 months exchange.
Full time workload (usually): 30 ECTS



	Registration at University of Groningen
	After arrival, in consultation with the administrative contact person; this person will be mentioned in communications prior to arrival. Course registration deadline is by the start of each course via Progress.

	Are there any language classes for exchange students?  If yes, what are the costs of the courses and the schedule?
	There are Dutch language courses offered for exchange students during the semesters. The orientation course starting in September provides German language training to exchange students as well.
Language courses offered via the Language Centre require a fee, depending on the level of the course.


	Restricted programs or courses not open to exchange students?
	Interface students generally will do a degree research project work in one of the research groups at the Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences focusing on topics related to the following fields (molecular biology, biotechnology, chemistry, biochemistry, physics, computing sciences, pharmaceutical sciences or artificial intelligence).

Interface students can also be admitted to courses in the same fields.



	Other relevant course information or website information?
	At http://www.rug.nl/prospectiveStudents/index exchange students can find important information on arriving, getting settled, and everyday life in Groningen from a student perspective

	Services available to exchange students (internet access, sports facilities, student organizations, libraries)
	An welcome ceremony is arranged before every academic year starts (end of August), where students get extensive information about all kinds of facilities and activities at the university as well as information on local affairs and habits.
Registered exchange students will get access to internet (the University working space incl. software tools), an email account and a student card. The latter provides also provides access to use of library facilities and discount for using sports facilities at for instance the Zernike campus.


Accommodation
	Is university administered accommodation available to students?
	No

	Is accommodation guaranteed for exchange students?  Please include any conditions for guarantee.
	University of Groningen itself does not guarantee accommodation for exchange students, but the Housing Office is involved in making reservations upon online applications; a fee is charged for their efforts. Once the application has been submitted and the handling fee has been paid, accommodation is provided within 2 months, generally at the preferred date of arrival. Applications should be submitted in due time. 

	Where do students obtain application materials for housing
	Information o the Housing Office and Application is available at http://www.rug.nl/prospectivestudents/information/housingOffice and http://www.housingoffice.nl)


	Where do students send accommodation application? 
	The application should be submitted online (see: http://www.housingoffice.nl)

	Housing Options available?
	On request as indicated on the application form 


	Meal plan Options?

	No. Meals are not supplied in student housing. Cooking facilities are available in the room or shared in a kitchen. Simple meals are offered at the university’s canteens, cafeterias and bistros.


Visa Requirements

	Are exchange students required to obtain a student visa? Please provide what you will issue, letter, forms etc for student to apply for visa

	Japanese citizens

The University of Groningen will send (or fax) a program admission letter to each student. Please notice: Japanese students do not have to apply for visa before their arrival to Groningen. They can do at Groningen after their arrival.

	Are exchange students allowed to work and how many hours are they permitted to work
	Non-EU citizens

On campus:   Yes                   Hours:   90 days full-time or 180 days part-time
Off campus:   Yes                   Hours:   90 days full-time or 180 days part-time

	Is a special visa required for work?
	On campus:    Yes                     

Off campus:    Yes                   


Medical Insurance

	Are exchange students required to purchase a compulsory plan? If yes please provide details and approximate cost.
	Every person of age 18 by law must have an own health insurance. Consequently exchange students do have to purchase health insurance from a Dutch insurance company after their arrival. Via the University a special less expensive Student’s insurance can be obtained,

	Are exchange students able to apply for an insurance waiver if they have their own insurance coverage? 
	No.

	Any other medical forms or information required? If so does this need to be sent prior to arrival?
	No.

	Any other insurance information that students need to be made aware of?
	Students are strongly advised to bring their own travel insurance policy and their own accident insurance policy for activities outside of the university.



Other useful information

University of Groningen

http://www.rug.nl
Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences
http://www.rug.nl/fwn
Course time tables of the Educational Institutes of Natural Sciences & Technology and Life Sciences
http://www.rug.nl/fwn/onderwijs/roosters/index
The International Office homepage
http://www.rug.nl/bureau/expertisecentra/azis/bis/index
Webpage for Exchange Students:
http://www.rug.nl/prospectiveStudents/index
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