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(IRIDeS) once again hosted the APRU Multi-Hazards Summer School, from
July 22 - 25, attracting some 60 participants from countries across the Pacific
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The annual event draws lessons from the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake
and Tsunami, and provides a platform for participants to discuss various disaster

risk reduction (DRR) ideas and projects that have since been implemented.
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The first day of lectures touched on broad subjects such as the current research
work at IRIDeS, and updates on the Sendai framework for disaster risk reduction.
In preparation for the field trip, the second day featured sessions with myriad

stakeholders such as local governments, academics and non-governmental

organizations directly involved in the region's recovery efforts.
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The field trip included a visit to the ruins of Arahama Elementary School and a
walk around Onagawa Town. Participants also learnt about the Tohoku

Ecosystem-Associated Marine Science (TEAMS) project, a decade-long effort to




monitor and restore marine life in the area through scientific research.
On the final day, we participants were put into groups and tasked with developing
a DRR project proposal that includes perspectives from both the natural and

social sciences. This was an opportunity to bring together opinions and expertise

from different countries, cultures and academic disciplines.

This is our group’s DRR proposal for an ethnic minority region in Philippines.

It is a great opportunity for me to get access to learn things about disaster
reduction from different categories, therefore | can reconsider my research from
different aspects. | also made many friends from different countries, and it is
absolutely useful for me to have discussion with them.

| hope | will have the opportunity to participate in such kind of activities in the

future.




