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World Tekijuku Harmonious Diversity
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2015 Graduation Ceremony and Graduate School Commencement Ceremony

Living in the Century of an Explosion in Diversity

First of all,

Please permit me to extend my sincere con-
gratulations to each and every one of you who
completed your studies at your respective schools
and are embarking on a new life. As the presi-
dent of Osaka University, I’d like to heartily con-
gratulate you on your efforts. I also would like
to express my admiration for your parents who
supported your achievement of these goals.

Today you’re graduating from Osaka Univer-
sity with an advanced degree. You must be filled
with expectations for what lies ahead. You have
gained experience in classes, laboratories, clubs,
and social activities at Osaka University. My hope
is that whatever goal you aim for you will become
reliable leaders in that field and make use in the
world the knowledge and skills you’ve cultivated
at Osaka University. I hope you will contribute
to the future of Japan as well as the development
of human society and improved welfare. I hope
you believe you have the quality and ability to
be active in the world as leaders. I also hope you
will move in society with grace and responsibility.

The history of development borne of
diversity and of conflicts caused by
diversity

First, I"d like to talk about what future will be
waiting for you. I think now we’re in the “Century
of an Explosion in Diversity.” Since the birth of
Homo sapiens in Africa some 200,000 years ago,
humans have moved and spread into Europe, Asia,
Australia, and American continents over tens of
thousands of years. During that time, 4 human
species, the Khoisan, Caucasoid, Mongoloid, and
Aborigine, were born.

Between 10,000 and a few thousand years ago,
civilization emerging in locations such as Meso-
potamia, Egypt, the Indus Valley, China, and
Maya flourished. There were years when these
civilizations maintained a peaceful relationship
with each other for geographical reasons. They
were born independently, but transformed while
involving surrounding areas and affecting each
other.

In that process, a variety of religions such
as Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, and
Hinduism were born with a growing diversity in
language and culture. The four human species
were fragmented and currently a variety of races
live on the earth. Possessing a range of diversity,
these people affected each other during the long
history of mankind, causing conflicts, even wars
in some cases. Such diversity-related conflicts
were not just in a subservient-dominant relation-
ship, but developed science and technology such
as gunpowder and weapons.

Exchange of people of diverse backgrounds
also led to innovative changes in human society.
Diversity also brought about spiritual richness to
human society. Certainly the long history of man-
kind is the history of development borne of diver-
sity and of conflicts and wars caused by diversity.

The wave of globalization in the his-
tory of mankind

If we define the slow migration between con-
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tinents by Homo sapiens and their diffusion to
the five continents as the first wave, the birth of
agrarian civilization and its spread to the sur-
rounding area during the period between 10,000
year B.C. and the 12th century will constitute the
second wave. During that period, the foundation
of diversity in language, race, custom, culture,
and religion in current human society was made.

The third wave of globalization took place
during the 400 years between the 13th century
and 17th century. The emergence of the Mongol
Empire, which built a world empire including
Central Asia and part of Europe, brought about
regional-scale land traffic, opening the Age of Ex-
ploration which stretched from Asia to the east
side of Africa. In the 16th century, Portugal, Spain
and other countries connected the continents of
Eurasia, Africa, Australia, and America by the
seven seas.

The fourth wave is a series of events including
the colonialism which started from the industrial
revolution at the end of the 18th century in Eng-
land, imperialism in Europe, the emergence of the
U.S., resulting two world wars, socialism, and the
Cold War after World War II. During that time
the world major player shifted from the UK to the
U.S. The wave of globalization terminated with
the end of Cold War, symbolized by the breakup
of the whole Soviet Union and the collapse of the
Berlin Wall at the end of the 20th century.

Today, the fifth wave of globalization which
started at the end of the 20th century is the wave
caused by the unprecedented extreme narrowing
of the earth caused by the rapid development of
science and technology based on the relativity
theory and quantum mechanics that flourished
in the 20th century.

The Sth wave of globalization

In the history of mankind, traffic means de-
veloped slowly until the industrial revolution.
200,000 years ago, it took tens of thousands
years for humans to migrate from Africa to North
America. Tens of thousands of years ago, humans
obtained means of migration by animals such as
horses.

Later they obtained not only maritime trans-
port means such as ships, but also compasses in-
vented in China in the lst century, which made
it possible for people to navigate waters without
getting lost. People developed means for using
manpower, animal power, as well as natural en-
ergy such as wind and water. Thanks to steam en-
gines, internal-combustion engines, motors, and
generators invented in the 18th and 19th centuries,
people succeeded in efficiently generating energy
not dependent on nature.

By using such technologies, means of trans-
portation such as cars, railways, and airplanes
were produced, which made it possible for people
to travel quickly. People crossed the continents on
foot over time, but now, the growing use of air-
planes has made it possible for people to cross it
in just half a day. If the supersonic airliners under
development are achieved, it will take only three
hours to travel from Tokyo to New York. Artificial
satellites can circle the globe in just an hour.

People used smoke signals and carrier pigeons

as communication means; however, through the
invention of telegram and radio, now information
gets around the world in a flash via the Internet.
Furthermore, the Age of Internet of Things (IoT)
is about to begin. The world is going to be united
through the Internet.

Through the development of means of trans-
portation and conveying information, the earth
has been narrowed slowly but surely in the last
100 years. Compared with changes that happened
in the past 200,000 years, today, the earth is nar-
rowing at a speed beyond time and space. Humans
have been swamped by the wave of globalization
several times, but the wave of globalization hu-
man beings are facing right now are different
from that in the past. In other words, the founda-
tion of our life, the earth itself, has drastically
become small. In that sense, we are swallowed
up by an unprecedented wave of globalization.
That is, we are in the middle of the greatest revo-
lutionary era since the birth of new human beings
200,000 years ago.

The 21st century, the century of an
explosion in diversity

We need to consider what will take place in
our 21st century globalized society. In addition
to the development of means of transportation
and conveying information, there is an issue of
rapidly-growing population. The world popula-
tion remained in hundreds of millions for a long
time. The population exceeded 1 billion in the
19th century and then rapidly increased, standing
at 7 billion now. It is expected that it will grow
beyond 9 billion in 2050.

In this way, not only in terms of means of
transportation and conveying information, but
also in terms of population growth, the earth is
surely becoming smaller and smaller. Combined
with the increased population, diversity which ex-
isted on the relatively wide earth for a long time,
in the midst of this 5th wave of globalization, is
going to be epitomized in a narrowed time and
space. In addition to this condensed diversity,
rapid population growth and technological inno-
vation have raised intricately-intertwined global
problems such as food problems, energy crisis,
environmental problems, infectious diseases, and
biodiversity.

Diversity -- differences in language, race,
customs, culture, and religion, and political form
-- is essential for creating groundbreaking inno-
vation and a spiritually affluent human society;
however, diversity has also brought about negative
results such as obstacles and conflicts. That’s why
it is said that the history of humanity is also the
history of development borne of diversity and of
conflicts caused by diversity.

In today’s increasingly globalized world, un-
precedented in size in human history, the negative
side of diversity epitomized in narrow space and
time has grown even stronger and various con-
flicts are taking place throughout the world. There
is even a possibility that the 21st century will be-
come the “Century of an Explosion in Diversity.”
I think that humans are in a phase of major change
in the same way continuous change in tempera-
ture turns a solid into liquid, into gas, and then
into a totally different sphere, non-continuously.

In the 21st century globalized society, overcoming
barriers caused by diversity will become essential
for humanity’s survival.

Importance of Harmonious Diver-
sity

In order to live in a global society, understand-
ing, respecting, and maintaining diversity is im-
portant. It is also necessary to positively support
diversity and use it for the creation of innovation.
I believe only the “creation of harmonious diver-
sity” can maintain peace in a global society and
create innovation in economic and social activi-
ties and that this will lead to the further develop-
ment of human society.

The Osaka University where you have studied
is a center of scholarship. Osaka University has
conducted research to ascertain the true essence
of things and has made efforts to cultivate person-
nel who will possess the ability to find the essence
of what is true in multiple fields. A university is
a center of scholarship. The role of a university,
to contribute to society through education and re-
search, never changes; however, I think universi-
ties in the 21st century will have an additional role
-- making a great contribution to a more global-
ized society by creating “harmonious diversity
through scholarship.”

Scholarship, along with sports and economic
activities, is a kind of language common to all
humankind. These languages common to all hu-
mankind have the power to overcome barriers.
Exchange among humans by means of scholar-
ship makes it possible to achieve the maintenance
of diversity, and, at the same time, to overcome
barriers caused by it. That’s why we must further
promote person-to-person exchange via scholar-
ship on a world scale. In this way, universities can
contribute to the globalization of society through
the “creation of harmonious diversity.” As gradu-
ates of Osaka University, you will play a great role
in global society.

Know yourself and
cultivate your power

How should we prepare ourselves to create
harmonious diversity? I think it’s important to
recognize and respect diversity, in other words,
to have mutual understanding and mutual respect
for different cultures. To this end, we need to un-
derstand other people’s ways of looking at things
and feelings. As Analects of Confucius said, we
must be open-minded. Thus, both the “foreign”
and “self” components need to coexist in time
and place.

I think being able to live together harmoni-
ously with others is essential for people who will
be active in our 21st century globalized society
which is being swallowed up by the 5th big wave.
For nations and people with different cultures
and religions to live in harmony and prosper, it’s
critical to understand diversity, respect others and
harmoniously live together in society. This is a
necessary frame of mind for people living in a
global society.

To this end, it’s necessary that they know
themselves, love their country, and understand
and respect their own culture. If one cannot love
one’s self and one’s nation and not be proud of
such, how can such a person understand and re-
spect other people and other nations? For that pur-
pose, it’s necessary that people know themselves
and cultivate their power.

For any organization and human being, the
present condition of the organization or the hu-
man comes from their roots. Their experiences are
handed over as a kind of DNA. When speaking
of the future, you cannot neglect them. All of you
share a common history that you studied at Osaka
University. Being graduates of Osaka University,
you will be viewed as persons selected from so-
ciety and you will have the responsibility to give
back to society accordingly.

To know yourselves, you need to know Osa-
ka University. So, what is the Osaka University
where you have studied? On this day of your
graduation, let’s think about the Osaka Univer-
sity that has become and will remain an important
part of your life.

The root of Osaka University:
Tekijuku

Thanks to the enthusiastic support of the citi-
zens of Osaka, then president of Osaka Prefec-
tural Medical University and the second president
of Osaka University, KUSUMOTO Chozaburo
(you may recognize his name from the Kusumo-
to Awards that are given to outstanding students
in this graduation ceremony), then governor of
Osaka Prefecture SHIBATA Zenzaburo, and other
university personnel, Osaka Imperial University
was founded in 1931 with two schools, Medicine
and Science. It was the 6th imperial university
and its first president was NAGAOKA Hantaro.

However, our university’s roots actually reach
back to Tekijuku, a private “place of learning”
founded in 1838 by the doctor and scholar of
Western sciences OGATA Koan who worked to
save people with then state-of-theart knowledge.
Tekijuku’s open academic culture and forward-
looking spirit gave birth to Osaka Prefectural
Medical School and, eventually, to the Schools of
Medicine and Science at Osaka Imperial Univer-
sity. In 1933, Osaka Industrial University merged
with Osaka Imperial University, becoming the
School of Engineering.

When the School of Law, Economics, and Let-
ters was established following the end of World
War 11, collections of books regarding tradition-
al Chinese and Japanese learning possessed by
Kaitokudo, a place of learning of Chinese and
Japanese studies for merchants and founded by
merchants in Osaka in the late Edo Period, were
passed on to Osaka University. These book col-
lections were symbolic of the original scholarship
and the “Osaka spirit” that our university inher-
ited with these tomes.

With the introduction of the new education
system in 1949, the School of Law, Economics,
and Letters was divided into the School of Letters
and the School of Law and Economics, setting up
a structure for our current comprehensive univer-
sity. Osaka University continues to grow under
the motto “Live Locally, Grow Globally.” After
going through transitions such as the legal status
change to that of a national university corporation
in 2004 and the merger with Osaka University of
Foreign Studies in 2007, Osaka University now
represents our country as a genuine comprehen-
sive university.

Let me explain about Tekijuku, one of the
roots of Osaka University. More than 1,000 stu-
dents came to Tekijuku from all over Japan and
studied day and night. The students included FU-
KUZAWA Yukichi who served as a school chief
and founded Keio University in his later days,
HASHIMOTO Sanai who was killed at the age
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of 25 in the Ansei Purge, SANO Tsunetami who
found Hakuaisha, the predecessor of the Japan
Red Cross, NAGAYO Sensai who built the foun-
dation of Japanese medical care system and public
health system, OMUR A Masujiro who created a
modern military system for the Meiji government,
OTORI Keisuke who diplomatically confronted
the Western powers, and IKEDA Kensai who
served as the first dean of the Faculty of Medicine
at The University of Tokyo built in 1877. Thus,
Tekijuku produced persons who were active as
leaders in various fields before and after the Meiji
Restoration. Tekijuku played a major role in the
modernization of Japan in the early Meiji Period.

In the Osaka University where you have stud-
ied, Tekijuku’s spirit of “responsible ethics, con-
cern for people, for society,” the aspirations of
young people who have studied here, the Osaka
merchants’ passion for scholarship and their ea-
gerness to build an imperial university in Osaka,
these have been handed down to you from the
earlier generations. Our future depends on you
young people. Society asks you to fulfill your re-
sponsibilities as leaders in a variety of fields, and
for the further promotion of inquiring minds as a
part of intellectual creative activities nurtured at
Osaka University. [ hope you will fly high in the
world so that human beings can develop spiritual-
ly rich society by overcoming barriers in diversity.
You who have studied and conducted research at
Osaka University can achieve this goal.

From “Tekijuku” to the
“World Tekijuku”

Osaka University will celebrate the 100th
anniversary of its founding in 2031. Osaka Uni-
versity’s greatest aspiration is to become one of
the world’s top 10 research universities by our
100th anniversary in 2031, to become a “World
Tekijuku.” The principle is to make a contribu-
tion to the development of a spiritually affluent
human society.

Just as our predecessors who studied at Teki-
juku brought new perspectives to Japan during a
period of stagnation and turmoil at the end of Edo
Period, I want you to have a great aspiration and
dream and be active in the 21st century globalized
society. I hope you will be proud to have studied
at Osaka University and keep in mind that you
graduated from this University and you will reach
the tops of mountains in your own way so that you
can make your dreams come true.

Achieving dreams is difficult. That’s why they
are called dreams. A dream is far from reality
and cannot be achieved easily. So it’s only too
easy to think that achieving a dream is impos-
sible and, thus, give up. However, if we hold on
to our dreams and continue to make every effort
to achieve them, one day, someday, those dreams
just might come true.

Dreams are meant to be achieved.

Please hold to this throughout your long lives.

Allow me to close by wishing you all good
fortune. May each of you live a long life filled
with health and happiness. My sincerest congratu-
lations to you all!

March 25, 2015
Toshio HIRANO
President of Osaka University
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Undergraduate and graduate students, as you
take your next step from Osaka University, it
is my great pleasure to wish you my heartfelt
congratulations. Today represents the culmi-
nation of hard work and diligent study. As the
president of Osaka University it is my distinct
privilege to congratulate you on this the day of
your Graduation Ceremony.

ina global society

2014 Osaka University Autumn Graduation Ceremony

President’s Address
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I also would like to address the parents
and relatives, the supporters of your pursuit of
knowledge and truth, and express my deep re-
spect while offering them congratulations for
the accomplishments we honor on this day.

Graduate students, today you receive your
degrees. I imagine your hopes and dreams will
grow as you follow each of your individual
paths to success. Utilizing the knowledge and
skills you developed at Osaka University, you
will become international leaders in your field
in various countries and regions, contributing to
the future of your country and the welfare and
advancement of human society. [ am proud that
you who have studied at Osaka University are
prepared with the disposition and determination
to become authorities in the global community,
and that you have a sense of responsibility and
dignity necessary to move forward in society.

A danger of globalization

The world you inherit is full of diversity —
different languages, customs, cultures, peoples,
religions, politics and countries. Economic ac-
tivity on a global scale and the resulting hu-
man exchange has brought about dramatic new
challenges to our very survival. Global issues
such as climate change, energy shortages, food
supply and population changes, as well as infec-
tious diseases have become more complicated.

With such interconnected causes, it would
be easy to see diversity as a main factor to our
world’s issues. Human society is replete with
examples of strife caused by diversity of peoples
and religions. History is full of conflicts arising
due to our differences. From that perspective,
diversity may be seen as a barrier to a global
society.

KRAF
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I do not agree with this perspective. Diver-
sity itself is the source of a rich human spiri-
tuality, a source which is a precious factor in
the development of the future. It is precisely
because of diversity that humankind advances,

and with it we will overcome the obstacles that
stand in the way of our future. Moreover, it will
allow us to continue to develop our society.

Creating harmonious diversity

I believe that in order to live in a global soci-
ety, we should understand, respect and preserve
diversity, and moreover actively encourage it
to stimulate innovation. Only with the “cre-
ation of harmonious diversity” will humanity
ensure global peace and encourage economic
and societal innovation. Globalization through
the creation of harmonious diversity should be
our ultimate goal.

The Osaka University at which you have
studied is a center of scholarship. We support
research to ascertain the true essence of things
and strive to cultivate individuals with the abil-
ity to do the same. With the diverse strength
of a comprehensive university we offer op-
portunities to study in a wide variety of fields.
Take for instance the study of languages. Osaka
University offers a diverse mix of 25 different
language majors, leading Japan in the research
and education of a variety of Asian languages.

Overcoming barriers brought about by diver-
sity is vital in the global society. Scholarship,
along with art, sports, and economic exchange,
is a universal human language. We have the
unique ability to utilize that universal language
to remove barriers to harmony. Universities im-
part scholarship, a universal language resulting
in person to person exchange, which maintains
diversity while also overcoming its inherent
obstacles. Therefore in the global society of

the 21st century, I believe the new role of the
university is to “create harmonious diversity
through scholarship”. In this way, universities,
by “creating harmonious diversity,” have and
will make a profound contribution to the global
society. You who have studied and researched
at Osaka University will have an indispensable
role in the new global society.

A mindset of sharing

How can we as individuals adjust our minds
to encourage harmonious diversity? I believe
that we must start by recognizing and respect-
ing diversity, namely the importance of mutual
understanding and respecting other cultures.
For this, it is necessary to have the compas-
sion and open-mindedness to put yourself in
another’s position and judge things from other
perspectives. Coexistence and cooperation
with others is important, and to do this you
must know yourself and others. If you cannot
answer “Who am [?” you will surely be unable
to distinguish and respect others.

I believe this “mindset of sharing” is a fac-
tor that the global talent of the future must not
lack. For the coexistence and co-prosperity of
humankind’s cultures and religions, the truth of
this mindset must be understood, accepted and
respected. This is the fundamental heart of the
global society. First you must know yourself,
love your country and understand and respect
its culture. If you cannot first love yourself and
your country and have pride in it, how can you
respect other countries and cultures?

Much like DNA, individuals and organiza-
tions inherit knowledge based on history and
early experience. When speaking of the future, [
am ever mindful of the past. Starting today, you
all share the common history of having studied
at Osaka University. As graduates, you will be
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seen by society as those with singular talents.
Expectations will be high and you will have
a responsibility to society. An important part
of knowing yourself is being aware of Osaka
University. What kind of institution is it? On
this day of your graduation, I would like you to
consider for a moment Osaka University’s past,
the history of the institution that will forever
shape your future.

The origin of Osaka University:
“Tekijuku”

Toward the end of the Edo period, in 1838,
OGATA Koan founded a private academy
named “Tekijuku,” with the goal of “helping
the people of the world with the latest knowl-
edge.” It was housed in a small building, but it
had a profound impact on Japan. It was also the
origin of the Osaka University from which you
graduate today.

More than 1,000 students were educated at
Tekijuku from all parts of the country, study-
ing texts on Western science and technology
translated to Japanese. Notable leaders from a
variety of fields were educated there, includ-
ing FUKUZAWA Yukichi, who founded Keio
University; SANO Tsunetami, who founded the
Japan Red Cross; and OTORI Keisuke, who was
active as a diplomat. Graduates of Tekijuku such
as these went on to modernize Japan at the be-
ginning of the Meiji period. Their influence is
still felt to this day.

Osaka University echoes the words of OGA-
TA Koan, “For people, for society, and for the
pursuit of truth.” We inherit the determination
of the young scholars who studied at Tekijuku
and the love of Osaka residents for scholarship.

Years after Tekijuku, locals played a key role
in a transition that brought about our modern
institution. Citizens calling for an “imperial
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university in Osaka” lead to the founding of
Osaka Imperial University in 1931. They were
supported by the president of the Osaka Pre-
fectural Medical School, KUSUMOTO Choza-
buro — who later became the university’s second
president — and the Osaka prefectural gover-
nor, SHIBATA Zenzaburo. The sixth imperial
university in Japan, under the leadership of the
first president NAGAOKA Hantaro, consisted
of two schools, medicine and science. In 1933
the Osaka Technical School became the School
of Engineering.

A year later, a young scholar introduced an
unproven theory about the existence of sub-
atomic particles called “mesons.” He was 27
years old, and an associate professor at Osaka

Imperial University. His name was Hideki YU-
KAWA, and he received his doctoral degree
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from Osaka Imperial University in 1938 with
his theory. In 1949, he became the first Japanese
Nobel Laureate with the theory he put forth for
his PhD thesis at Osaka Imperial University.
Later in life he wrote about his time at our uni-
versity, describing “something about being here
makes everyone feel like working”l. Osaka Uni-
versity continues to foster the environment he
described, one of open research that stimulates
diligent study and exchange of ideas.

In the postwar era, with the inclusion of a
School of Law and Letters, the framework of
our current, comprehensive university began to
take shape. Under the motto of “Live Locally,
Grow Globally,” Osaka University became a
national university corporation in 2004 and
merged with the Osaka University of Foreign
Studies in 2007. We are now a modern, com-
prehensive university, a representative of the
quality of higher education in Japan.

Much like those who studied at Tekijuku and
brought about the new age in which we live dur-
ing the disorder of the closing Edo period; much
like Hideki YUK AWA who, influenced by the
environment here, produced world-class theo-
retical research; so too should you, with brilliant
dreams and true determination, pave the way for
a bright 21st century.

The future of humanity falls to each and ev-
ery one of you. You will become leaders in your
respective fields and fulfil your duty in society;
you will make meaningful advances in basic
or applied research. This kind of achievement
is well within reach for all of you, and it is the
heritage of intellectual creativity long nurtured
at Osaka University.

! Source: The Traveler, the autobiography of Professor YUKAWA

The dream of Osaka University:
From “Tekijuku” to “World Tekijuku”

Osaka University is approaching its centena-
ry in 2031. Our goal is to become a World Teki-

juku by this time, a worldwide top-ten compre-
hensive research university, and to contribute to
the global society by “creating harmonious di-
versity through scholarship”. Osaka University
is actively reforming internal organizations and
systems to make this dream a reality by 2031.

Our goal is significant, and it will not be
accomplished today or tomorrow. But we will
focus on the current challenge, moving steadily
towards our dream moment by moment, day by
day. I encourage you to do the same. Never be
discouraged by your distance from your dreams
— focus on your current work and the dreams
take care of themselves.

At the end of the Edo period, graduates
of Tekijuku spread throughout the country to
follow their dreams. So too must you use that
which you have learned at this World Tekijuku
and share your talents with the world.

“Dreams are meant to be achieved”

Believe in your dreams and live long, fruit-
ful lives.

On this momentous day, as you take your
next step from Osaka University, we wish you
health, fortune and happiness.

Once again, congratulations.
September 25, 2014

Toshio HIRANO
President of Osaka University
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Good morning.

I would like to extend a warm welcome to
the newest members of our community at Osaka
University. I would also like to offer my sincere
congratulations to your family members, rela-
tives and friends.

With hearts full of promise and possibility,
today you begin your new lives as members of
Osaka University. As President of the university
it is my distinct pleasure to greet and welcome
you today.

Tekijuku, the origin of

Osaka University

I will begin by giving you a brief overview
of the history of the institution at which you will
spend the coming years. Toward the end of the
Edo period, in 1838, OGATA Koan founded a
private academy named “Tekijuku,” with the
goal of “helping the people of the world with
the latest knowledge.” It was housed in a small
building, but it had a profound impact on Japan.
It was also the origin of the Osaka University
which you enter today.

More than 1,000 students were educated at
Tekijuku from all parts of the country, study-
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ing texts on Western science and technology
translated to Japanese. Notable leaders from a
variety of fields were educated there, includ-
ing FUKUZAWA Yukichi, who founded Keio
University; SANO Tsunetami, who founded the
Japan Red Cross; and OTORI Keisuke, who was
active as a diplomat. Graduates of Tekijuku such

as these went on to modernize Japan at the be-
ginning of the Meiji period. Their influence is
still felt to this day.

Osaka University echoes the words of OGA-
TA Koan, “For people, for society, and for the
pursuit of truth.” We inherit the determination
of the young scholars who studied at Tekijuku
and the love of Osaka residents for scholarship.

Years after Tekijuku, locals played a key role
in a transition that brought about our modern
institution. Citizens calling for an “imperial
university in Osaka” lead to the founding of
Osaka Imperial University in 1931. They were
supported by the president of the Osaka Prefec-
tural Medical School, KUSUMOTO Chozaburo
— who later became the university’s second
president — and the Osaka prefectural gover-
nor, SHIBATA Zenzaburo. The sixth imperial
university in Japan, under the leadership of the
first president NAGAOKA Hantaro, consisted
of two schools, medicine and science. In 1933
the Osaka Technical School became the School
of Engineering.

In the postwar era, with the inclusion of a
School of Law and Letters, the framework of
our current, comprehensive university began to
take shape. Under the motto of “Live Locally,
Grow Globally,” Osaka University became a
national university corporation in 2004 and
merged with the Osaka University of Foreign
Studies in 2007. Through the merger, we are
now a modern, comprehensive university, a
representative of the quality of higher educa-
tion in Japan.

One of the many intellectuals influenced by
our institution was a young associate profes-
sor in the early years of Osaka Imperial Uni-
versity. He introduced an unproven theory in
1934 about the existence of subatomic particles
called “mesons.” He was 27 years old, and his
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name was Hideki YUKAWA. He received his
doctoral degree from Osaka Imperial University
in 1938. In 1949, he became the first Japanese
Nobel Laureate with the theory he put forth for
his PhD thesis at Osaka Imperial University.
Later in life, he wrote about his time at our uni-

versity, describing “something about being here
makes everyone feel like Working.”1 Osaka Uni-
versity continues to foster the environment he
described, one of open research that stimulates
diligent study and inquiry.

Last May, Osaka University’s Graduate
School of Science received the actual black-
board that Professor YUKAWA regularly
worked with at Columbia University in the
United States. Today, the blackboard is used
by students and faculty, a lasting symbol of the
professor’s impact on our academic culture.

1 Source: The Traveler, the autobiography of Professor Y UK AWA

Shining forth into the 22nd century
as World Tekijuku

Osaka University will continue to grow
under its current motto, “Live Locally, Grow
Globally.” We inherit a history of rigorous
scholarship from Tekijuku, built 176 years ago.
We have nurtured many eminent scholars, edu-
cators, and intellectuals, as well as key govern-
ment and business leaders. Osaka University
will celebrate the centenary of its founding in
2031. As the World Tekijuku, Osaka University
aspires to become one of the world’s top 10 re-
search universities by that time. 176 years ago,
young minds were first shaped at Tekijuku from
all over Japan. They spread throughout Japan
with new knowledge and skills and paved the
way for the new age of the Meiji Restoration. In
the same way, researchers, students, and indi-
viduals with a strong passion for learning will
gather together at Osaka University, the World
Tekijuku, to learn and research. They will then
share their talents with the world, much like
their predecessors. This will be Osaka Univer-
sity’s contribution to global society: the creation
of harmonious diversity through scholarship. |
truly hope you will remember your enrollment
in Osaka University in 2014, our first year as the
“World Tekijuku.” You are writing a new page
in the history of Osaka University with us. Let’s
make our dreams come true.
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My talk today is divided into three parts.

The importance of asking, “why?”

First, I invite you to consider the importance
of “asking why.”

I am sure there were things you wondered
about as a child, but, as you grew up, you lost
interest, thinking, “That’s just the way it is.”
Perhaps you wondered, “How did the uni-
verse begin?”’; “Where and how did life come
about?”; “Why do other countries and religions
exist in the world?”’; and “How do these things
impact the current world situation?” There
are countless questions that we cannot fully
answer. Possibly we stop wondering because
some questions seem too simple or common.
A university is a place where you can find the
answers to these questions, questions that we
cannot answer with previous knowledge alone.
It is a place where you uncover hidden causes, or
solve the as-yet unsolvable. You and you alone
are to find the answers. It is a place where you
can share your doubts and find your answers.
The intent of all scholarship is to ascertain the
true essence of things. The place to practice
scholarship is a university.

Consider the so-called “accidental” discov-
ery of the first antibiotic. Sir Alexander Flem-
ing, the famous biologist, devoted himself to the
development of drugs for infectious diseases.
It is said that one day he noticed germs were
not growing near a fungus that was mixed in
a culture dish by accident. Usually, research-
ers would consider this a fluke and dispose of
the dish, but he wondered if something in the
fungus might have prevented the germs from
growing. He named that putative component
“penicillin.” Later, Howard Walter Florey and
Ernst Boris Chain read Fleming’s paper and
succeeded in purifying penicillin in 1940. Flem-
ing, Florey, and Chain won the Nobel Prize in
Physiology or Medicine in 1945, and the discov-
ery of penicillin has since saved incalculable
lives worldwide.

This penicillin story is commonly framed
as a chance discovery; however, I see it as a
testament to the importance of keen observa-
tion and intellectual curiosity — these were the
true qualities that led to this discovery. Intellec-
tual curiosity and the questioning of common
wisdom as motivators for basic research bring
about the technological innovation necessary to
preserve human society. It results in advances
such as innovative products and state-of-the-art
medical care. In addition, it plays an important
role in encouraging dreams and hope in society.
Though important, there is more to life than

merely having clothes to wear, food to eat, and a

roof over our heads. As art enriches our hearts,
basic research enriches our hopes and dreams
for the future. The power of a university resides
in its ability to open the way to the future and
inspire people to dream. The driving force is
intellectual curiosity that urges us to never stop
asking, “Why?”

Ascertaining the true essence of
things and moving towards the future

This brings me to my second and related
point, about the necessity of “ascertaining the
true essence of things and moving towards the
future.”

We face an excess of global-scale changes.
Modern society, rooted in material civilization
and born of the industrial revolution, has radi-
cally impacted us all in return for human pros-
perity. We struggle with the depletion of fossil
fuels and the risks of nuclear power. Environ-
mental problems such as global warming and
the spread of infectious diseases pose new chal-
lenges. Moreover, developments in medicine
and improvements in the social environment
have resulted in an exploding world population.
In addition to food supply issues, in developed
countries in particular, a rapid response to aging
societies is needed.

Your task will be to perceive and adapt to
these global shifts. I believe society is bet-
tered by those who ascertain the true essence
of things, the true essence hidden in complex
problems; those who can take initiative in
solving problems, unhindered by traditional
approaches. The ability to ascertain the true es-
sence of things is the ability to find key factors
and mechanisms in perceivable phenomenon.
It is for this reason that universities conduct
advanced research and provide highly special-
ized education.

Furthermore, we must consider a shift in
perspective. Relinquishing the idea of con-
quering nature with science and technology,
we should live in harmony with the environ-
ment. Often we have conducted bioscience and
medical research with the belief we somehow
could sidestep unavoidable issues such as aging,

disease, and death. This outlook must change.
Our goal should be to enjoy life while dealing
with these diverse problems. In this way, we
need to see things not from a single perspective
but from many.

One of these perspectives involves the big
picture. A common saying invites us to “see
the woods for the trees.” This is true - doing
something good for one of the trees is not al-
ways good for the forest as a whole. Even if a
measure for a particular tree is optimal in the
short term, ignoring long-term, big-picture ef-
fects could have lethal consequences for the for-
est, resulting in the loss of all the trees. Each
tree depends on the forest as a whole.

A liberal arts education promotes this man-
ner of multifaceted thinking, as it assists stu-
dents in acquiring a broad knowledge base and
the flexibility to apply it in novel ways.

In the globalized world of the future, our
earth will continue to be a smaller place. We
will need to build relationships, cooperate and
collaborate with those with a multitude of lan-
guages, cultures, religions, and nationalities. To
adapt in such a global society, we must cultivate
“openness,” by which I mean the ability to see
things from the perspective of others. Openness
and a mindset of sharing will allow us to better
understand and respect our world’s cultures and
philosophies.

Creating harmonious diversity
through scholarship

Third, I believe that this openness is nur-
tured at universities, through the universal lan-
guage of scholarship.

Diversity has been a driving force in the de-
velopment and enrichment of human society;
still, human society is replete with examples of
strife caused due to differences between peoples
and religions. The scholarship at universities, a
kind of language common to all humankind,
has the power to overcome such discord. Much
like art and sports, academic scholarship facili-
tates communication and mutual understanding.
Scholarship is a means of international friend-
ship, a way in which we can expand our circle

ever outward. In the community of the univer-

sity, bonds formed with those from different
backgrounds develop over time to bring more
harmony to society.

Universities must strive to contribute to a
new community where people live in harmony
despite their differences. The scholarship at uni-
versities can act as a universal language and
usher in an era of a harmonious global com-
munity. [ believe this is the mission of universi-
ties in the 21st century. In this way, universities
must take initiative in creating and contributing
to a multicultural society.

This is why I urge you to travel abroad and
interact with people in different countries, and
why Osaka University is proud to offer a variety
of programs for that very purpose. I hope you
take steps into our global society and exercise
your fluency in the universal language of schol-
arship. Make the most of these opportunities
to do your part in bringing about an era of har-
monious diversity in our global society. That is
your vital role in the 21st century.

Reaching the top of a mountain

Finally, a personal life lesson I would like
to share.

You are now at the summit of a massive
mountain, your admission to Osaka University.
What are you thinking having conquered this
mountain? Whenever I talk with students or
young people, I stress the value of reaching the
top of the mountains we climb in life.

We do not know how high the mountains
in our lives are before we find ourselves at the
peak. What matters is that from this new van-
tage point we can see wider and further than
before, regardless of the height of the mountain.
Here, we look back on the path which led us and
forward to the mountain that awaits us next.
We may not see signs as we climb the moun-
tains in our lives. Nobody knows how far they
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are up the mountain — whether they are only
halfway there or nearly at the top. But once we
make it to the peak, then and only then do we
know that we have reached it. The top of the
mountain suddenly unfolds before those who
have persistently believed and made the effort
— much like the discovery of penicillin by Sir
Fleming, 86 years ago.

I am sure that now you feel the joy and
momentousness of your achievement atop this
mountain as you survey the view stretching out
before you — the future. I hope you will make
the effort to climb new mountains one after an-
other, reaching every summit you choose.

Dreams are for achieving

I believe your future holds infinite possibili-
ties. Today is an exciting day — hold on to this
excitement and make your dreams come true.
At the 100th anniversary of Osaka University’s
founding in 2031, you will have inherited the
world. I hope you make every effort to achieve
our great dream to make Osaka University one
of the top ten research universities as the World
Tekijuku. Achieving dreams is difficult, and
that is why they are called dreams. A dream is
not reality and cannot be achieved easily. So it
is only too easy to think that achieving dreams
is impossible and, thus, give up. If we hold on
to our dreams and continue to make every ef-
fort to achieve them, one day, those dreams will
come true.

Remember “Dreams are meant to be
achieved.”

Allow me to close by wishing you all good
fortune, and once again, congratulations and
welcome to Osaka University.

October 1, 2014
Toshio HIRANO
President of Osaka University
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Harmonious Diversity

Dreams are meant to be achieved.
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Promoting Japanese Educa-
tion and Research Abroad for
Indonesian Students

In a world of increasing globalization, Osaka
University students, faculty, and staff are hard
at work in their efforts to promote harmonious
diversity through scholarship. Assistant Profes-
sor Sastia Prama Putri of the Graduate School of
Engineering and 2nd year Ph.D. student Gagus
Ketut Sunnardianto of the Graduate School of
Engineering Science met with Osaka University
President Toshio HIRANO to talk about their
individual efforts in promoting education in Ja-
pan overseas, specifically in their home country
of Indonesia.

Dr. Putri, currently an assistant professor in
the Fukusaki Laboratory of the Graduate School
of Engineering at Osaka University, is also a
member of the Center
for the Advancement
of Research and Edu-
cation Exchange Net-
~ works in Asia (CAR-
. EN). She contributed
to the establishment
of the double-degree
program between Osaka University and Institut
Teknologi Bandung (ITB), a top university in
Indonesia, through her work at CAREN.

Mr. Sunnardianto, former president of the
Indonesian Student Association of Osaka-
Nara, is currently serving as the president of
Taiyo no Indonesia Foundation, an organiza-
tion which offers aid
to schools in remote
areas of Indonesia, as
well as scholarships
for outstanding high
school students who
would not otherwise
be able to pursue fur-
ther educatlon after graduation. Recently, Mr.
Sunnardianto has compiled the stories of 19
OU students and alumni from Indonesia into a
book entitled Living the Dream in the Land of
Sakura: Anthology of Inspirational Stories of
Studying in Japan (Indonesian: Menghidupkan
Mimpi ke Negeri Sakura). This book, currently
available in Indonesian bookstores, features
success stories of Indonesian students study-
ing in Japan, and will serve as an inspiration
to those Indonesian students looking to study
abroad in Japan. All proceeds from this book
will go towards the efforts of the Taiyo no In-
donesia Foundation to support underprivileged
Indonesian students. Through sales of this book,
the Taiyo no Indonesia Organization has helped
nearly 100 elementary school students by buy-
ing school supplies such as bags and shoes, as
well as providing over 25 junior high school and

high school students with one-year scholarships.
After their introductions, Dr. Putri and Mr.
Sunnardianto had a conversation with President
HIRANO on a variety of topics. When asked
about their dreams, Dr. Putri mentioned that her
original dream of studying at OU had already
been achieved, and that she has moved on to
her next dream of becoming a faculty member
at OU. Dr. Putri has been affiliated with Osaka
University for over 10 years, either as a student
or in her current role as researcher and CAREN
member. As for Mr. Sunnardianto, he dreams
of promoting education abroad to Indonesian
students through taking a position at an Indo-
nesian university or research facility. President
HIRANO was impressed by the efforts of Dr.
Putri and Mr. Sunnardianto in promoting Japa-
nese education abroad, and gave some inspir-
ing advice to the two
of them on what is
to come: Dreams
are meant to be
achieved. If we
don’t achieve our |
dreams, they will

stay dreams forever.”
He added, “But the process [of achieving those
dreams] is great. It will make your life very
fruitful.” He went on to mention that those
dreams are vital to our lives.

The world around us is slowly becoming
smaller and, as a result, people are becoming
closer. In the age of the internet, the once iso-
lated diversity of the human race is now being
heavily concentrated, and the three agreed that
mutual respect for different cultures has become
more important than ever. Dr. Putri mentioned
that many of the laboratories in her depart-
ment have made the switch to an all English
environment, and that in her own class, she has
been holding debate sessions in English, fur-
ther lending to positive and open communica-
tion between students of different cultures and
backgrounds. Mr. Sunnardianto, following the
success of Taiyo no Indonesia Organization’s
first book, is currently in the planning stage of
a second book, which will continue to promote
study and life in Japan while helping those in
need in Indonesia. President HIRANO praised
Mr. Sunnardianto and Dr. Putri for their actions
in “promoting harmonious diversity through
scholarship,” one of the pillars of Osaka Uni-
versity, and a vital component in the survival
of humankind. Osaka University will continue
to support this kind of mutual respect between
different cultures in the hopes that more faculty,
staff, and students will follow in the footsteps
of Mr. Sunnardianto and Dr. Putri in their ef-
forts of promoting education both in Japan and
overseas.
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