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(B} The notion that religion is a force produced by cultural evolution, and that it

primarily exists to produce functional benefits to individuals and groups can

explain why religions are in decline in some parts of the world. As human

societies created nations, and devised mechanisms for self-governance, the

gods who were so effective at enforcing group norms and ethical behavior

through punishment were no longer as necessary.

(From USEFUL DELUSIONS: THE POWER AND
PARADOX OF THE SELF-DECEIVING BRAIN by Shankar
Vedantam and Bill Mesler. Copyright © 2021 by Shankar
Vedantam and Bill Mesler. Used by permission of

W. W.Norton & Company, Inc.)&D—#Be 4
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