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People living in the Victorian era, perhaps more than any previous

(B
generation, were having to come to terms with the changing environment around

them. The 1830s and 1840s had seen acceleration in the industrializing process

that had begun in the previous century. While we should be cautious of depicting

mid-nineteenth-century Britain as mainly industrial (for it was far from that), the

rate of change was dramatic. A falling death rate ensured steady population

growth despite a falling birth rate. In addition internal migrants flocked to the
growing towns and cities from all over the United Kingdom, and they came to
London in particular. Britain's population doubled between 1801 and 1851, from
some 9 million souls to more than 18 million.

(Gray, Drew D. 2010. London’s Shadows: The Dark Side of the Victorian City.
Bloomsbury & O —{fick&)
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